[Treatment of mediastinal infection after coronary artery bypass surgery by transposition of the greater omentum].
From January, 1986 to May, 1990 twenty one adult patients (men 16, women 5, age 64 +/- 7 years old) underwent transposition of the greater omentum to control mediastinal infection after coronary artery bypass surgery. Upon diagnosing mediastinitis, the mediastinum was drained open and irrigated with 0.5% povidone iodine-saline solution until the omental transposition. The interval between the diagnosis of mediastinitis and the omental transposition ranged from 0 to 171 (mean 19) days. Three quarters of the patients had the omentum transposed within 14 days. In nineteen of 21 patients (90%) the mediastinitis was effectively controlled. In the remaining two patients the infection could not be controlled and proceeded to succumb from multiple organ failure. There was no complication related to the omental transposition in itself. We conclude that transposition of the greater omentum is a safe and effective method for treating mediastinal infection after coronary artery bypass surgery.